Risk Management Training Manual

Risk Assessment, Evaluation and Planning

Module II


Consumer Profile E:  Ed
Ed is a 25 year old man with severe cerebral palsy and a seizure disorder.  Ed uses a wheelchair for mobility. He can transfer himself but can not walk independently. 
Ed lives in a home with adults who also have physical disabilities.  Ed only recently moved to the home after his mother died.  Until then, he lived in the same hometown all his life, and had a close-knit group of friends, most of whom do not have disabilities.  Ed’s current residence is about 30 miles away from his former home.  
For the past several summers, Ed and his friends have gone camping at a spot several hours’ drive away. Staff are quite concerned that this will be too risky for him. Generally it is hot at these times and Ed’s anticonvulsant medicines can sometimes make him very heat sensitive.  The staff are also worried about his capacity to move safely to, from, and around the campsite. 
Ed is determined to go on this trip.  It’s a way to feel like he still has some of his old life, but it’s also about feeling like he has some control in his new life.  He has begun to feel very angry.
Ed is adamant about going on this camping trip and wants his service coordinator to advocate for him in this regard.

