
Approved on 09/21/07 

INTERAGENCY COORDINATING COUNCIL ON EARLY INTERVENTION 
 

GENERAL MEETING 
 

MAY 18, 2007 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
• Theresa Rosinni,  Acting Chair 
• Jim Bellotti, Designee for Jack O’Connell, Superintendent of Public Instruction 

(CDE) 
• Arleen Downing, M.D. 
• Gretchen Hester 
• Hallie Morrow, M.D., Designee for Sandra Shewry, Director (CDHS) 
• Elaine Fogel Schneider, Ph.D 
• Marsha Tagawa, Designee for Steven Mayberg, Director (DMH) 

MEMBERS ABSENT: 
• Raymond M. Peterson, M.D., Chair 
• Marie Kanne Poulsen, Ph.D. 
• Toni Gonzales 
• Rick Ingraham, Designee for Terri Delgadillo, Director (DDS) 
• Beverly Morgan-Sandoz,  
• Cheryl Treadwell, Designee for Cliff Allenby, Director (CDSS)  
• Peggy Bean, Designee for Renee Zito, Director (DADP) 
• Legislative Representative 
• Designee for Cindy Ehnes, Director (DMHC) 

OTHERS PRESENT: 
• Toni Doman, Co-Chair Public Awareness Committee 
• Susan Graham, Family Resource Centers Network for California 
• Julie Kingsley, Acting Co-Chair, Family Resources and Supports Committee 
• Kevin Brown, ICC Staff Manager 
• Patric Widmann, ICC Staff 
 
Attachment A – List of additional attendees 

RECORDER: 
Kay Ryan, WestEd 
 
INTRODUCTIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Theresa Rossini called the meeting to order at 8:40 a.m.  Self-introductions were 
made by Council members and the audience.  Theresa is Acting Chair in Mac 
Peterson’s absence 
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AGENDA REVIEW: 
The agenda was reviewed and revised to remove #9, the Action Item regarding 
the 2005-06 ICC Annual Report.  This item will be on the September meeting 
agenda.  The agenda was approved as revised. 

APPROVAL OF FEBRUARY 2007 MINUTES: 
The February 2007 minutes were approved as submitted. 
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT: 
Theresa Rossini announced the resignation of ICC member Dr. Sylvia Gates-
Carlisle, the appointment of Shane Nurnberg as a Community Representative to 
the Public Awareness Committee (PAC), and the transfer of Community 
Representative Ellen Cervantes from the Family Resources and Supports 
Committee (FRSC) to PAC.  Theresa also reported that Dr. Peterson contacted 
Toni Gonzales and learned that her husband had recently passed away.  
Members requested that DDS send Toni a sympathy card on behalf of the ICC. 
 
Theresa directed people to the Executive Committee minutes for information 
provided by Kevin Brown about the 2005 ICC Recommendations, the Part C 
proposed regulations, the Annual Performance Report and the State 
Performance Plan.  Any questions about these items should be brought to DDS. 
   
Based on results of the survey to prioritize topics for presentations at future ICC 
meetings, DDS will arrange a presentation by the MIND Institute on the emerging 
science and treatment strategies for Autism for September.  The November topic 
will be respite care and Committees were asked to provide feedback on the 
format and content for that presentation.  A Family Resource Center Panel and 
update on Proposition 63 will be scheduled in 2008. 
 
Theresa, Dr. Peterson and Kevin Brown reviewed the ICC bylaws and found no 
need for revision.  A separate review is being conducted by the Ad Hoc Parent 
Leadership Group.  Any concerns they have will go to the Executive Committee. 
 
Committees were asked to review and provide feedback on: 
• A list of commonly-used acronyms developed by DDS in response to a 

request from parents. 
• A proposed schedule of 2008 meeting dates. 
• Timelines for completion of individual Committee work plans.  
• Draft Guidelines for Public Input as amended in Executive Committee.  The 

guidelines will be discussed on the Executive Committee conference call, and 
if approved will be implemented at the September meeting. 

• A document provided by DDS outlining support available to ICC parent 
members.  One source listed is stipends available through the Association of 
Family Empowerment Centers (CAFEC).  In response to reports that funding 
may be eliminated for that program, DDS will send a letter to CDE with a copy 
to CAFEC, letting them know how important the stipends have been in 
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facilitating parents' participation in ICC meetings, and assisting California in 
complying with the requirements of Part C.  
 

Theresa requested that future agendas include a bullet for a report from the Ad 
Hoc Parent Leadership workgroup (PLW). 
 
Gretchen Hester reported that she has received no response from DDS to her 
request for clarification about the role and purpose of the PLW.  Other PLW 
members requested that any future communication with DDS be in writing and 
shared with all PLW members. 

CHAIR’S REPORT: 
Theresa Rossini referred everyone to the letter from Dr. Peterson on page 1 of 
the packet for the Chair's report.  As Acting Chair, and the mother of two sons 
with Autism, Tommy and Joey, she talked about the tremendous progress her 
sons have made with intensive services and the financial burden of paying for 
services since the law changed to disallow public funding for services in private 
schools.  Both boys have won awards for their writing.  Theresa read a letter 
written by her son, Tommy, who is in 6th grade, about his friend Christopher, who 
also has Autism and Diabetes (Attachment B). 
 
ICC STAFF MANAGER’S REPORT: 
• Patric Widmann introduced new staff member Michael Miguelgorry, who will 

be working with WestEd on the Comprehensive System of Personnel 
Development (CSPD).  Michael transferred from within DDS.   

• Melissa Campos had a baby girl the Friday before Mother’s Day and is on 
maternity leave for one year.  DDS will look for a Limited-Term replacement to 
fill Melissa’s position and is still recruiting for two Analyst positions.   

• The September ICC meeting will be at the Foster City Crowne Plaza Hotel.  
The registration deadline will be provided via e-mail when available.  Patric 
reminded everyone to sign the attendance sheets so that DDS has a record 
of attendance and travel claims can be paid.   

• The travel claim document, which requires member’s signatures, will be sent 
to members after the meeting. 

• Patric acknowledged the accessibility challenges faced by Gretchen Hester 
and Bruno at this meeting.  Even though this hotel has accessible rooms and 
transportation available, everything that could go wrong did.  DDS will employ 
additional measures to ensure that accessibility is not an issue at future 
meeting locations. 

FAMILY RESOURCE CENTERS NETWORK OF CALIFORNIA REPORT: 
Susan Graham reported on FRCNCA activities (Attachment C).  

ACTION ITEM 
Approval of the ICC Annual Report 2005-06 - Moved to next meeting. 
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PUBLIC INPUT: 
Susan Graham – Read a letter from the parent of a 2-year-old diagnosed with 
Autism, who is a client of Kern Regional Center and will start an in-home program 
soon.   The parent is concerned about a gap or slow-down in services when the 
child turns 3 and the many children who are not being diagnosed until they are 2 ½ 
or 3.  The best chance these kids have is early intervention services and it is 
terrifying to think that so many kids may not get the help they need. 
   
Shane Nurnberg - Believes it would be valuable for the ICC to travel farther north 
and urged the Committee to consider Redding and/or Mt. Shasta as possible 
meeting locations.  Shane also believes meetings contain too much repetition of 
what occurs at the Executive Committee meeting. 
 
Gretchen Hester – Raised two issues:  1)  Payment by Regional Centers for 
services not provided and how overpayments are tracked and responded to by 
DDS.  Although parents are advised they can file claims, they are reluctant to do 
so because they fear retaliation. 
2) Gretchen’s son, Bruno who is 12 years old, has lost eligibility for Medi-Cal.  
This happens every year and is frustrating because a great deal of effort is 
required on her part to demonstrate that his condition is not “temporary” and 
reestablish his.  It would be helpful if there was a Service Coordinator who could 
coordinate all Medi-Cal services.   
 
Theresa Rossini asked DDS to report to the Committee on safeguards, beyond 
the audit process, in place to ensure that children are not paying the price 
because funding is spent on services that are not provided. 
 
Rebecca Carroll – Will not be able to attend the September meeting and asked if 
it would be possible for another parent from her area to attend in her place and if 
that parent could receive a stipend and travel reimbursement.  DDS is only able 
to reimburse travel for appointed members and community representatives.  It is 
not known whether CAFEC stipends will be available in September, but Kat 
Lorenz will be tracking this and keep people posted.  Rebecca also reported that 
Patty Moore is helping to facilitate a parent discussion group based on the book, 
If You Ever Wanted to Climb Into the Closet With an Oreo. 
 
Pam Houtchens – Talked about and shared a picture of her three children: 
Rowdy, a 5-year old with Autism, cerebral palsy and seizures; his twin, Sam, who 
also has Autism, cerebral palsy and a brain malformation; and Gracie, age 3, 
who also has Autism.  Pam talked about the emotional and financial devastation 
on her family.  Pam discussed the services that her children receive and need 
and her concern regarding the unavailability of services given the increase in 
children with special needs 
 
Nancy Sager – Speaking as an individual, not a CDE employee, expressed 
concern about the impact of the proposed Part C regulations on children with 
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hearing loss.  They do recognize the need for children with low-incidence 
disabilities to receive special education from teachers with appropriate training.  
However, speech, language pathology, audiology, sign language and qued 
speech were all on one line.  Nancy hopes that sign language and qued speech 
will be separated out and that demonstrated expertise will be required of those 
teaching.  She is also concerned about 1)the proposed elimination of the two-day 
referral requirement for a person who identifies a child who might need early 
intervention services and 2) proposed change to begin the 45-day timeline for 
developing an IFSP to when the parent consents to assessment.  Both changes 
may lead to delays in services to children.  Hallie Morrow and Jim Bellotti also 
expressed concern about the potential for those proposed changes to lead to 
inaction and lack of accountability. 
 
Letha Sellers – Introduced two people she works with from Parents' Place FRC: 
Sona Baghdassarian and Tammy Rummell.  In addition to getting a Family 
Empowerment Grant this year, they hosted the 15th Annual Information Fair, 
which was attended by more than 1,500 people. 
 

STATE PERFORMANCE PLAN (SPP) AND ANNUAL PERFORMANCE 
REPORT (APR) UPDATE: 
Kevin Brown provided an update and handout to the Executive Committee 
expanding on his presentation in February about the content and status of the 
APR and SPP.  Refer to notes from the Executive Committee meeting for details. 
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
Each Standing Committee reported on activities from their May 17, 2007 
meetings.  Specific details are found in the individual committee notes included in 
the ICC packet.  The following are highlights from each committee: 
 
• Public Awareness (PAC):  PAC believes that the Health Care Provider 

brochure could be useful in helping parents initiate discussions with their 
child’s Physician.  She requested a status update on revisions to that 
brochure.  PAC expects to complete its work plan in two meetings and will 
make recommendations at the third.  PAC agrees with the Guidelines for 
Public Input as revised in the Executive Committee.   

 
Newcomer Orientation meetings on both days of the ICC are well attended 
and appreciated by participants but difficult for PAC members to staff.  PAC 
will work with the Parent Leadership Ad Hoc Committee to see if they can 
assist in welcoming and mentoring new parents on Fridays, possibly at a 
break just before the Public Input portion of the meeting.   
 
PAC appreciates the acronym document and had a couple of changes.  PAC 
suggests that the November presentation on respite include EPSDT, a parent 
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panel, and funding agencies and providers together.  Clarification of program 
requirements and recent changes will be helpful. 
 
PAC is pleased to announce that Kate Warren is the recipient of the ICC 2007 
Parent Leadership Award.  Kate is a well-deserving recipient and we hope all 
will join in congratulating her.  PAC will work on the process before next year, 
but is pleased to have had such good candidates to choose from this year. 

• Quality Service Delivery Systems (QSDS):  QSDS expects to complete their 
work plan and be able to make recommendations in either February or May of 
2008.  Accomplishment of their work plan is dependent on a survey that has 
not yet been finalized.  QSDS requests the appointment of Catherine Abarca 
and Mark Chronic to the Committee. 

Jim encouraged everyone to look at the Part C proposed regulations because 
we’ll have to live with them for a long time.  Every Regional Center will be 
visited by DDS by November and there is discussion between DDS and CDE 
about how to combine DRDP and DDS/Regional Center record reviews.     

QSDS believes the acronym document is very useful, and suggested some 
additions.  Also believe the May meetings should be in Sacramento because 
of all that goes on with budget and Legislative hearings in May.  QSDS wants 
meetings at places with the most direct air travel but believes the ICC should 
go to the Central Valley at least every other year. 

• Family Resources and Supports (FRSC):  FRSC requested copies of letters 
the Departments used to transmit the paper encouraging collaboration with 
FRCs.  FRSC is trying to get baseline numbers on families receiving respite 
care services and realize they need assistance to interpret the DDS data.  
Pamela will provide data from CDE.  Regional Centers are not required to 
report policies to DDS so FRSC members will get policies from their local 
Regional Centers.   

FRSC requests an interim meeting in July or August and with that meeting 
expects to complete their work plan in three meetings.  To find out how 
respite is being used by families, FRSC is developing interview questions.  
February meeting dates will be a challenge for many FRSC members 
because of FRCN and SEECAP meetings.  FRSC is requesting Mark 
Chronic, Catherine Abarca and Dr. James Collins to join their committee.   

FRSC has questions about the Guidelines for Public Input and wants to know 
if letters from parents can be published without their names and addresses, 
since in most cases they are home addresses.  Want people to know that 
their letter will be published.  FRSC made suggestions about people from San 
Diego to talk about respite in November.  FRSC suggests formulating 
questions in advance, and making sure that the presentation reflects different 
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cultures.  FRSC also suggests having local FRCs or other programs put up 
displays at meetings in their areas. 

• Integrated Services and Health (ISH) – Arleen Downing reported that ISH 
split into two groups to review priority areas and create action plans and 
expects to complete its work plan in two meetings.  Additions to the acronym 
document were provided to the Chair, and ISH will look at DDS' response to 
ISH recommendations at the next meetings.  Arleen described two 
presentations to ISH that were very enlightening:  Fetal Alcohol Spectrum 
Disorder and Syndrome of ONH (Optic Nerve Hypoplasia).  Both 
presentations pointed out the need to look more closely at children with these 
diagnoses for issues beyond those commonly associated with the diagnosis.  
ISH recommends a presentation on the Syndrome of ONH at a future ICC 
meeting.   

ISH agrees the respite presentation should include families and providers and 
suggests also including Doug Hartman to discuss EPSDT and Institutional 
deeming.  The Physician’s brochure is in process with no timeline for 
completion.  They are still trying to determine the most appropriate format and 
best ways to get input from providers.  Per requests, space will be left on the 
final product for Regional Center and other program representatives to staple 
business cards.  The American Academy of Pediatrics has approved the 
website www.medicalhomeinfo.org. 

AGENCY REPORTS: 
Department representatives provided an overview of relevant Departmental 
activities.   

California Department of Education (CDE) – Jim Bellotti reported the following:  
 A DVD will be distributed to the field that includes the January 2007 web 

cast training on the new Part B Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
(IDEA) regulations. This webcast is live now and accessible at 
http://www.ideatraining.org/. 

 The A Composite of Laws: California Special Education Programs (29th 
Edition, 2007) has been published. The order form will soon be made 
available on the California Department of Education, Special Education 
Division website. 

 The SEECAP instituted a new training called EXCEL. It provides 50 
aspiring early childhood leaders and parents support and opportunities to 
develop knowledge and skills in the art of research-based science of 
effective early childhood leadership. 

 Pamela Quiroz attended the March 2007 National Early Detection and 
Hearing Intervention (EHDI) Conference. 

 Special Education Division (SED) personnel attended the May 11, 2007, 
public hearing on the Infant-Toddler Foundations. 
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 The Early Start Deaf and Hard of Hearing Parent Advisory Committee will 
met in Sacramento on June 14-15, 2007. This group is funded by our 
Maternal and Child Health Bureau Newborn hearing Screening grant.  

Legislative Update 

 There are a number of special education bills that have been introduced 
this legislation session. A copy of those bills is attached (Attachment XX) 
to this report. 

 Assembly Bill 685 (Karnette) is a technical bill and Assembly Bill 1663 
(Lieber/Evans) is a policy bill to align California special education law with 
the Part B, IDEA regulations. 

Budget Update 

 The May Revise to Governor’s Budget was released May 14, 2007. The 
revision: (1) increases the COLA adjustment from 4.04 (Governor’s 
January 2007 Budget) to 4.53 percent for K-12 programs; (2) provides a 
Proposition 98 General Fund increase of $35.9million and a Federal Fund 
increase of $7.6 million over amounts proposed in the January 2007 
Governor’s Budget; and (3) provides an additional $50 million in ongoing 
Proposition 98 funding for the second phase of a three-year initiative to 
expand preschool opportunities for 4-year old residing in attendance 
areas of schools ranked in the lowest three deciles of the 2005 Academic 
Performance Index (API). 

Interagency Collaboration Activities 

 The Department participated with Department of Developmental Services 
(DDS) in conducting a full-scope monitoring review of Regional Center of 
the East Bay, on May 7-8, 2007. 

 Staff from the California Head Start-State Collaboration Office and the 
Head Start Technical Assistance Network met with staff from the Special 
Education Division (SED) and the DDS in May 2007 to begin planning on 
a number of activities intended to improve collaboration and working 
relationships between local education agencies, regional centers and 
Head Start program. Planning activities include: (1) development of 
updated Head Start information for special education and the DDS; (2) 
development of “Best Practice in Inclusion” training events for Head Start, 
First Five, local education agency and regional center personnel; and (3) 
ongoing communication at the regional and state level. 

 The January 26, 2007, letter from Mac Peterson, ad Chair of the State 
Interagency Coordinating Council was shared with the SED Leadership 
Team. This letter requested collaboration with the Early Start Family 
Resource Centers to enhance family centered services and to maximize 
funding resources. 
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 The document Julie Kingsley asked about, encouraging collaboration with 
FRCs, was distributed internally in CDE. 

Personnel 

Karen Johnson is retiring in early June 2007. Pamela Quiroz will assume the 
Part C liaison responsibilities previously held by Dr. Johnson. Ms. Quiroz will 
also assume the contract monitoring responsibility for the California 
Association of Family Empowerment Center contracts as well as the 
program contact for the Family Empowerment Centers on Disabilities grant 
program. 

Department of Health Services – Hallie Morrow reported the following: 
 
Reorganization: 
• Split into the Department of Public Health and the Department of Health Care 

Services is on track to occur July 1, 2007 
• Webpage: www.dhs.ca.gov/home/organization/reorganization 

New Children’s Medical Services (CMS) Staff 
• Dr. Don McClurg (pediatric ENT) providing medical consultation and 

leadership on Pediatric Palliative Care Initiative 
• Katherine Neto (Health Program Specialist) working on transition and NHSP 

expansion 

California Children Services (CCS) 
• Handout of Numbered Letters provided ( Attachment XX) 
• Quality Improvement Initiative (NQI) 

 Prevention of line infections in the NICU  
 Report should be available by the end of the year 
 Looking for additional funding to expand the number of hospitals and 

disease entities  
 Webpage:  

• Pediatric Palliative Care  
 Provides for a pilot project to develop a Medi-Cal waiver to provide a 

pediatric palliative care benefit 
 Stakeholder workgroups have developed the eligibility criteria and system 

design 
 CMS Staff beginning work on writing the waiver 
 Recruitment in process for counties to participate.   

o Independent CCS county 
o CCS must not be capitated in the county 

 Will be sending out recruitment letter to home health agencies 
 Webpage: www.dhs.ca.gov/pcfh/cms/ppc 
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• CSHCN Newsletter 
 April 2007 issue available at http://uscucedd.org – links on the right-hand 

column under “Announcements” 
 
High Risk Infant Follow-up (HRIF) restructured program 
• Between July 1, 2006 and May 15, 2007, enrollment data have been collected 

on 3169 babies  
• There are 43 facilities providing HRIF services 
• Webpage:  www.dhs.ca.gov/cms/hrif 

 

Newborn Hearing Screening Probram (NHSP) 
• Program expansion to all general acute care hospitals with licensed perinatal 

services 
 Funding was included in May Revision of Governor’s proposed budget 
 Preparing Request for Proposals for re-procurement of Hearing 

Coordination Centers 
 Planning 4 hospital orientation meetings around the state in June 

• NICHQ Medical Home Learning Collaborative – presented on California’s 
success at a plenary session of the national EHDI conference  

• Webpage: www.dhs.ca.gov/nhsp 
 
Legislation  
• SB 137 (Torlakson) – Increase CCS financial eligibility to 400% of the federal 

poverty level 
• AB 368 (Carter) – 2-year bill that would require insurance coverage for 

hearing aids up to $1000 be offered for children under 18 years of age 
• AB 1642 (Hancock) – Allow CCS to authorize services for Medi-Cal children 

at CCS-approved Kaiser facilities that do not have Medi-Cal contracts. 
 
Budget 
• May Revision made no changes in the budgets for the CMS programs 
 
Department of Social Services – Cheryl Treadwell submitted the following 
report: 
 
Child Abuse Prevention Treatment Act (CAPTA)  
No updates but continues to be a focus 
 
Parent Leadership 
Beginning Fiscal 07-08, CDSS in collaboration with Parent’s Anonymous to 
develop a Center on Shared Leadership focusing on Parent Leadership 
organizations with the goal of establish standards of practice with consideration 
of evidence based and evidence informed leadership programs.  
 
Legislative Update related to children birth to three  
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 None  at this time. 
 
Federal  
The next federal Child and Family Services Review begins fiscal year 2007-08.  
This round of reviews will focus on youth connections and collaboration with the 
court system. As part of that process, stakeholders at State and County level will 
be solicited to provide input to Statewide Self Assessment of child welfare 
services. The report is due to the federal government December 1, 2007.  The 
self-assessment provides a statewide look at services and allows us to establish 
a baseline for measuring outcomes for the review along with using our Child 
Welfare data. States continue to be evaluated in the areas of safety, permanency 
and well-being. To learn more about what the federal outcomes and measures, 
you can view information on the website of the National Resource Center for 
Child Welfare Data and Technology www.nrccwdt.org/cfsr/resources_cfsr.html). 
The site will give you a Frequently Asked Questions document and a matrix that 
outlines the outcomes and new measures. 
 
Relevant Budget Update  
The May revised demonstrates no significant changes for Child Welfare except 
the area that addresses children who receive adoption and foster care payments 
from DSS and receive services from DDS.  The budget proposes to establish a 
standard monthly flat rate of $2,006 for adoption and foster care payments to 
create statewide consistency in rates effective July 1, 2007. Families receiving a 
low payment will receive an increase. Families with higher rates will continue to 
receive the higher rate. Services will continue to be delivered through the 
regional center system.   In addition the budget proposes to suspend as of 
January 2008 a cost of living adjustment for SSI/SSP recipients. 
 
Interagency collaboration activities relevant to children birth to three  
• CDSS will continue to work with DDS on the CAPTA implementation activities 

for child welfare children. 
 
• On the horizon is possible collaboration with the Stuart Foundation who is 

exploring a project to enhance infant mental health training and technical 
assistance. More details to come later. 

 
 
Department of Alcohol & Drug Programs – Peggy Bean submitted the 
following report: 
 
Since her appointment in February 2007, Renee Zito, the director of the 
Department of Alcohol and Drug Programs (ADP), has announced the newly 
established Office of Women’s and Perinatal Services (OWPS), an expansion of 
the Office of Perinatal Substance Abuse (OPSA).  This change marks the 
beginning of many enhancements to improve alcohol and other drug prevention 
and treatment services for all women of all ages, their children, and families. 
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Renee’s vision is that every woman in need of alcohol and other drug services in 
California will have access to the prevention and treatment services she needs.  
Effective prevention services for women address community support, 
comprehensive screening and intervention, and the public health needs of all 
women, especially in the area of alcohol use when considering pregnancy.  She 
plans on focusing on the Institute of Medicine’s continuum of services model. 
 
Her commitment to support this effort is to provide training and technical 
assistance to programs with nationally recognized experts in the field.  In 
addition, she herself will serve on the National Association of State Alcohol and 
Drug Abuse Directors (NASADAD) committee to develop national standards for 
women’s treatment services.  Her plans also include attending the joint Women’s 
Treatment Coordinators and NASADAD meeting in Vermont where she will meet 
with representatives from each state to hear what others have learned 
concerning this important topic. 
 
Spring 2007 marks the issuance of ADP’s Directory of “Publicly Funded Alcohol 
& Other Drug Treatment and Recovery Programs for Women with Children in 
California Counties.”  This directory was developed with the goal of including all 
alcohol and other drug treatment and recovery programs that receive Perinatal 
State General Funds, Perinatal Drug Medi-Cal  Funds,  or Federal Substance 
Abuse Prevention and Treatment Block Grant Funds that are set aside 
specifically for women and their children.  These programs provide women-
specific services for treatment and recovery from alcohol and other drug 
addictions, along with diverse supportive services. 
 
ADP participates as a member of the State Interagency Team (SIT).  The SIT is 
constituted by Deputy Directors of the Departments of Health, Social Services, 
Developmental Services and others that work to address the needs of families 
and children in California.  Currently, the Alcohol and Other Drug (AOD) 
Workgroup of the SIT has completed the survey of five counties to determine the 
extent of screening for AOD problems occur and which assessments tools, 
policies and procedures are in place.  The surveys are currently being analyzed, 
reviewed and summarized by the Workgroup.  When completed, the results will 
be presented to the SIT AOD. 
 
Alcohol and other drug (AOD) use among girls and women adversely affects their 
lives and the lives of their children.  To reduce these effects, it is imperative to 
provide trauma-informed services.  ADP has entered into a contract with the 
California Association of Addiction Recovery Resources (CAARR) to provide 
training to the AOD treatment and recovery field regarding the impact that trauma 
plays in the recovery of women and girls for substance abuse.  Training events 
will be held in Northern, Central, and Southern California.  Training topics will 
specifically include the integration of strategies to address trauma into substance 
abuse treatment programs for women and girls; the experience of trauma and its 
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effects on addiction and other disorders; and adolescent female empowerment 
and building processes. 
 
The 2007 National Prevention and Health Promotion Summit will hold a Call 
for Abstracts from November 27-29, 2007 at the Hyatt Regency Capitol Hill in 
Washington, DC.  Abstract submissions are being accepted at 
www.healthierus.gov.  For questions regarding the submission process, contact 
summitabstracts@aptrweb.org.  Summit registration will be available in June 
2007.  Abstract submission deadline is June 11, 2007.  Abstract submissions 
should align with one of the six conference tracts: 

• Strategic partnerships 
• Innovative approaches to public health practice 
• Translating science and evaluating results 
• Health policy and communications 
• Implementing best practices at the local level 
• Emerging issues and hot topics in prevention 

News from ALCOHOLISM & DRUG ABUSE WEEKLY (May 7, 2007), A Wiley 
Periodicals, Inc publication at: http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/ 

A recent study by University of Minnesota researchers questioned whether the 
criteria for alcohol abuse and dependence are as accurate for women as they are 
for men.  The study looked at nearly 3,000 men and women and found that, 
among 105 symptoms, about a third were sex-specific.  Symptoms more typically 
seen in men, such as binge drinking and violent behavior, are among the 
diagnostic criteria for alcohol dependence, while symptoms like guilt and 
depression, which more commonly afflict women, are not.  The report was 
published in the May issue of Alcoholism: Clinical and Experimental Research.  It 
raised the possibility of a “gender neutral scale,” or the development of distinct 
screening criteria for men and women. 

News from SAMHSA 

A new tool has been created to help families in the child welfare system.  A new 
guidebook entitled Screening and Assessment for Family Engagement, 
Retention, and Recovery (SAFERR) was designed to help staff of public and 
private agencies to respond to families in the child welfare system who are 
affected by substance use disorders is now available through Substance Abuse 
and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA).  SAFERR is available on 
the Web at 
http://ncadistore.samhsa.gov/catalog/productDetails.aspx?ProductID=17633. 
Copies may be obtained free of charge from the SAMHSA Health Information 
Network (SHIN) at 1-877-SAMHSA-7 (1-877-726-4727). Request inventory 
number SMA-07-4261. For related publications and information, visit 
http://www.samhsa.gov/ 
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Department of Mental Health – Marsha Tagawa reported the following:   
 
Housing 

• On May 12, 2006, the Governor signed an Executive Order mandating the 
development of the MHSA Housing Program with the goal of creating 
10,000 additional units of permanent supportive housing for individuals 
with mental illness and their families.  DMH is currently in the process of 
awarding a contract to assist counties develop safe affordable housing 
which is essential in helping individuals with serious mental illness to 
stabilize their health and avoid homelessness.   

• The target population is defined as low income adults, older adults or 
transition age youth, however, many of these individuals have young 
children who are greatly impacted by their parents’ mental health issues.   

• Approximately $115 million/yr. through 2009/10 shall be committed from 
MHSA funds to fund capital costs and operating subsidies.  

• Partners to DMH include:  CA Housing & Finance Agency; Housing & 
Community Development; County mental health departments; 
Stakeholders in California’s mental health community; Corporation for 
Supportive Housing; and the Tax Credit Allocation Committee.      

 
Prevention and Early Intervention 

• MHSA emphasizes prevention and early intervention as key strategies to 
transform California’s mental health system.  It is a combination of 
prevention strategies with treatment services.  The PEI policies give 
special attention to the needs of children and youth (ages 0-25).  One area 
of focus will be to identify “at risk children” and focus on early signs of 
emotional and behavioral problems among specific at risk populations.  
One of the priority populations is children/youth in stressed families.  
Acting out may occur at a very young age. 

• The focus for infants and very young children with risk factors is to support 
positive relationships with parents/caregivers and support for child care 
providers.   

• This population may be from ethically and racially diverse communities 
where research demonstrates that they are at risk for specific mental 
health disorders.   

• PEI has completed its stakeholder process and is the process of releasing 
the proposed guidelines.   

• Local funding is projected to begin January 2008. 
• PEI funds shall be used to support services that reduce the risk of the 

initial onset of a mental disorder.   
 
Children & Youth Services 

• A number of counties who have submitted their MHSA Community 
Services & Supports plan have identified their priority populations (0-5) 
and designated programs through their full service partnerships that 
include:  
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- child care; wraparound services; parent partners program 
w/linkage to family resource centers and community clinics; 
respite care; and individualized assessment to include early 
childhood mental health services.  

 
Department of Developmental Services – Lead Agency.  Kevin Brown 
reported the following:   
• The federal Department of Education released the proposed Part C 

regulations on May 4, 2007, to implement the 2004 reauthorization of the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act.  The official Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking was posted to the Federal Register on May 9, 2007, and 
requires all interested states and parties to comment by July 23, 2007.  
Kevin noted that California’s comments were a high priority for DDS and 
asked Jim Bellotti that if CDE was going to provide comments, could they be 
shared with DDS in its Lead Agency capacity.  Jim Bellotti affirmed that CDE 
would share any comments it might have. 

 
• The May 21-22 Advanced Practice Institute will be conducted in Burbank.  

Two sessions that will be of particular interested to many in the audience are 
child and family outcomes and Part C proposed regulations.  Jeanie Wilcox 
from DDS and Tanya Landry for Kinetic Flow will present on the child and 
family outcomes initiatives that are both reportable items in the State’s 
Annual Performance Report to OSEP.  Kinetic Flow was DDS’s contractor 
for the development and administration of the family survey and subsequent 
analysis and reporting.  Sharon Walsh, a policy consultant, will discuss the 
significant changes of the proposed Part C regulations. 

 
• The DDS Scholarship Fund, administered through Department’s contract 

with WestEd, has provided or approved training for 1,916 personnel through 
April 2007.  Funds of almost $300,000 have been committed. 

`OTHER BUSINESS: 
Theresa Rossini believes the Parent Leadership Ad Hoc Committee has been a 
valuable resource to the ICC and she hopes the ICC will continue to support it.  
She also hopes that parents who are visiting will come to future meetings and will 
consider serving as community representatives if possible.  

ADJOURNMENT: 
Theresa Rossini adjourned the meeting at 12:15. 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 

STAFF AND OTHERS ATTENDING ICC GENERAL MEETING 
 

MAY 18, 2007 
 

 
 
COMMUNITY REPRESENTATIVES DEPARTMENT LIAISONS 

 
Rebecca Carroll Suzanne Del Sarto 
Ellen Cervantes Michael Miguelgorry 
Fran Chasen Erin Paulsen 
Kathleen Colvin Nancy Sager  

Pamela Quiroz 
Wanda Davis Patric Widmann 
Cal Enriquez  
Stephanie Pringle Fox  
Laurie Jordan COMMITTEE STAFF 

Julie Kingsley Peter Guerrero  
Kat Lowrance Stephanie Myers 
Mara McGrath Angela McGuire 
Robin Millar  
Peter Michael Miller  
Shane Nurnberg  
Kristine Pilkington  
Letha Sellars  
  
  
GUESTS  
Sona Baghdassarian  
Tammy DeHesa  
Michele Donahue  
Alba Nydia Dunn  
Spencer Downing   
Pam Houtchens  
Mariza Hernandez  
Rosaline Lee  
Florence Nelson  
Linda Neimeyer  
Anne Nurnberg  
Tammy Rummell  
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