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INTRODUCTIONS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Dr. Peterson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and announced that a quorum was
present. After the announcement, self-introduction of ICC members and participants were
made.

AGENDA REVIEW

The agenda was reviewed and approved with one change: The special presentation on
California Deaf-Blind Services would begin at 10:00 a.m. and would be followed by Public
Input.

APPROVAL OF MARCH 2006, MEETING MINUTES
The minutes for the March 2006 ICC meeting were approved as submitted.

Dr. Peterson acknowledged DDS and ICC staff for their continued support and participation
in ICC and Committee meetings.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT

Theresa Rossini reported on the Executive Committee meeting held the previous day and
highlighted discussion regarding the DDS, Children and Family Services Branch
organizational chart and vacancies/recruitment efforts, deadlines for ICC packet
submissions to DDS, and timelines for the submission of ICC recommendations to DDS
(See Attachments B, C, and D of the 5/18/06 Executive Committee minutes).

Theresa shared the Family Resources and Supports Committee’s (FRSC) priority banner
that was changed to Supports for Children and Their Families in Natural Environments.
The Executive Committee gave qualified approval requesting a listing of topics to be
addressed under the banner heading.

Theresa announced that the state’s Part C representative from the Office of Special
Education Programs would be present at the ICC meeting in September and that in order to
accommodate her participation, the next Executive Committee meeting would start at 9:30
instead of 10:00. She concluded by asking Gretchen Hester to provide an update on the
Parent Leadership Ad Hoc Workgroup activities.

Parent Leadership Ad Hoc Workgroup

Gretchen Hester reported that in order to give parents more time for planning to attend ICC
meetings, the Executive Committee had agreed that Public Input would be begin at 10:00
a.m. in future meetings. Gretchen also shared that the Parent Leadership Ad Hoc
Workgroup had discussed and clarified its role.

CHAIR'S REPORT

Dr. Peterson thanked all participants for their efforts on the ICC and noted that additional
applications for Community Representative positions had been received. He expressed
appreciation for the new applicants’ responsiveness and willingness to serve. He also
thanked Fran Chasen and Lois Pastore for co-chairing the QSDS Committee in the
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absence of the standing co-chairs, Debbie Sarmento for reporting on the Family Resource
Centers Network of California, and Toni Doman for her report on the PAC meeting.

Dr. Peterson concluded by recognizing Zelna Banks, who had announced her retirement,
for her many years of service and participation at ICC meetings.

ICC STAFF MANAGER REPORT

Kevin Brown reported that DDS was in the process of selecting a hotel for the September
meeting and that attendees would be notified via email once final arrangements were
made. He apologized for the difficulties some members had receiving travel
reimbursement and clarified that the process normally takes three weeks, unless
paperwork is incomplete. Kevin ended by stating that he would look into the
reimbursement process, including child care, to determine if any improvements could be
made. Anyone with questions was encouraged to contact Melissa Campos and/or Kevin at
DDS.

FAMILY RESOURCE CENTER NETWORK OF CALIFORNIA REPORT (FRCNCA)
Linda Landry reported on the activities of the FRNCA. The full report is included as
Attachment B. Debbie Sarmento followed and informed the committee that the Comfort
Connections Family Resource Center included the ICC application in their most recent
newsletter.

SPECIAL PRESENTATION

Gretchen Hester introduced Maurice Belote (Project Coordinator) and David Brown
(Education Specialist) from the California Deaf-Blind Services (CDB). She shared her
personal experience with CDB and emphasized the importance of their role in the service
system and the assistance they provide to families throughout the state.

Maurice opened the presentation with CDB’s mission — Promote positive quality of life for
individuals from birth through age 21 who have both hearing and vision loss. The
organization’s goals are to facilitate maximum participation in preferred life activities and
they collaborate with individuals who are deaf-blind to celebrate strengths, recognize
unique needs, and develop personalized supports and services.

David Brown followed Maurice with a detailed presentation (Attachment C) that gave an
overview of the program’s services, challenges and service provision strategies, and
service system changes since the 1960’s. Following the formal presentation was a
guestion and answer session in which he noted that anyone could request services and
that the services could be provided, at no cost, in both school and home environments
throughout the state.

PUBLIC INPUT

o Manuella Ruiz from Rainbow Connection Family Resource Center, and a parent,
asked that additional outreach efforts be made to explain to families the services that
are offered through family resource centers. She relayed her experience of not
understanding that services were available until her children were nearly three years
old.
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Gretchen Hester, ICC parent, reported that she had recently received 18 letters from
Medi-Cal regarding termination of services for her son. She noted that these are the
type of issues families face and that there is a significant amount of time involved in
rectifying these and similar situations.

Brigitte Ammons, Protection and Advocacy, addressed the difficulties families
experience in accessing services and how these difficulties are exacerbated for non-
English speaking persons, illegal immigrants, and persons with limited income.

Robin Millar, Chairperson Elect for the Infant Development Association (IDA),
informed participants of upcoming IDA events (Handout).

Zelna Banks, from the Los Angeles County Office of Education (LACOE), invited ICC
participants to the Los Angeles County Early Start Field Meeting. She also
announced that LACOE booklets were available to assist parents with the transition
process (Handout).

Peter Michael Miller, a pediatrician from Marin County, brought attention to the
proposed reorganization of the Department of Health Services into the Department of
Public Health and the Department of Health Care Services and noted that Senate Bill
162, authored by Senator Ortiz, should be reviewed by all ICC participants.

Mindy Newhouse, a private provider of speech services to two regional centers,
supported enhanced outreach efforts regarding the services available at FRCs. She
suggested that each Regional Center vendor receive a copy of the Compilation of
Early Start Statutes and Regulations to ensure compliance with federal and state laws
and regulations. Mindy further noted that the rates set for speech pathology are
unsatisfactory and expressed her concern of psychologists providing speech and
language services.

Robert Powell, representing the California Speech-Language-Hearing Association,
spoke about the shortage of speech pathologists and noted that increased programs
and incentives are being offered to strengthen interest in the field. He also noted that
regulations do not reflect current practice. Dr. Peterson acknowledged the handout
Mr. Powell brought with him and encouraged participants to obtain a copy.

Following public comments, Jim Belotti stated that efforts should be made to ensure that
issues, suggestions, and recommendations surfaced during Public Input sessions are
properly addressed.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Each of the Standing Committees reported on the activities of their meetings during the
afternoon session on May 18, 2006. Specific details can be found in the committee notes
included in the ICC packet. Highlights of each were:

PAC: Will explore potential of collaborating with the Parent Leadership Ad Hoc
Workgroup on the “Buddy System”, a system to mentor new committee members.
FRSC: Will recommend to the Executive Committee in September to provide White
Paper to ICC State Partners for considering collaboration with FRC’s in planning
activities.

ISH: Will recommend that DDS support legislation to revise Title 17 to include
language specific to the use of SLP-Assistants.
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. QSDS: In support of its priority, will draft a letter to Early Start Agencies for QSDS
member review that will ask how the agencies address social emotional health and
well-being of children.

Arleen Downing recommended that DDS delete all responses “This recommendation may
need to be rephrased as an ICC recommended best practice” in the DDS Response to ICC
Priorities, Outcomes and Recommendations table provided in the May 2006 ICC packet
because all recommendations are already considered to be best practices by the ICC.

AGENCY REPORTS

Department representatives provided an overview regarding their Department’s activities.

Full details can be found in their respective, written reports. Highlights were:

o Cynthia Jaynes reported for DADP (Attachment D): Departmental restructuring
toward the Institute of Medicine’s Continuum of Care model continues; May Revise
demonstrates a 3.12% overall budget increase; and the Fetal Alcohol Spectrum
Disorder Task Force will present “Teratogens and the Developing Brain” at the DDS
Health and Wellness Conference (September 27-29, 2066).

. Rick Ingraham reported for DDS (Attachment E): DDS anticipates the revised federal
regulations for Part C of IDEA will be completed this fall; the Verification Visit from
OSEP will occur the first week in October; and Rhonda Spence from OSEP will attend
the September 14-15, 2006 ICC meetings.

. Karen Johnson reported for CDE (Attachment F): A Request for Application for two
additional Family Empowerment Centers is undergoing internal review; the CDE
website has been updated; and the May Revise offers hope of additional funding in
various CDE programs, as well as additional funding for County Mental Health
Programs.

o Hallie Morrow reported for DHS (Attachment G): The California Children’s Services’,
Quality Improvement Initiative will focus on the prevention of nosocomial infections in
NICU'’s; 19 regional NICUs have been awarded funding for High Risk Infant Follow-Up
Coordinators; and an alternate follow-up protocol for NICU babies not passing the
inpatient hearing screening is planned for implementation.

o Patrick Kelliher reported for DSS (Attachment H): Legislative focus on foster children
this year indicates that children’s services will benefit; The Department is expanding
support and technical assistance for counties that have “Wraparound” programs.

OTHER BUSINESS
NA

ADJOUNMENT
The meeting was adjourned at 1:48 p.m.
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