EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

' PROCLAMATION

As u father of four, I know first-hand what joy children bring to a family, and Culifomia has
na higher priority than the health and well-being of our voungest residents. They wall
become our nexl pencration of doctors, teachers, firefighters and artists énd enhance the
excellence of our state. Therefore, il is crucal that we invest in their earliest development,
and the Early Stat Program is a fantastic way that our state does just that,

This innovative program i one of the largest and most diverse early childhood assistance
services in the nation. It provides family-focused services to more than 30,000 infants end
loddlers who have, ar are at risk of having, a developmental disability or delay, When these
disabilities are treated al a young age, children and their families are able to work together Lo
acapr to their specialized needs, leading to a brghter [uture,

By recognizing April as “Early Start Month,” we also honor the fiftcenth anniversary of the
Barly Start Program and its lasting benclits to families across California. The men und
women behind this important program deserve a big hand for investing in our children’s
future and providing necessary services and support o familics during one of the most
vilnerable times in Lheir lives.

NOW, THEREFORE. I, ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER, Governor of the Staie of
Califormia, do hereby proclaim April. 2008, as “Early Start Month ™

IN WITNESS WIIEREOT, I have hereunto sel my hand and caused the Great Seal of the
State of Calitfornia to he affixed this 21st day of March 2008.

ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER

Governor of California
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DEBRA BOWEN

Secretary of State
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